
1

Tide Planning ‐
 

Course to Steer

© Skysail Training  www.skysailtraining.co.uk

Course to Steer ‐ 1 hour

Tide

(Boat Speed)

Course Over 
Ground

Course to
Steer

Course to Steer ‐ 5 hours

Tide
5 hours

5 hours
Boat Speed

COG CTS

http://www.skysailtraining.co.uk/


2

Tide Planning

Course to Steer ‐
 

12 hours

Tide

12 hours Boat Speed

COG
CTS Actual 

 Track

12 hours Tide

© Skysail Training  www.skysailtraining.co.uk

http://www.skysailtraining.co.uk/


3

Actual Tide Rate
for HW Height 

 
Cherbourg

Mean 

 Tide 

 Rate

Tidal Atlas

© Skysail Training  www.skysailtraining.co.uk

http://www.skysailtraining.co.uk/


4

Tidal Atlas
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Divide route into 
12 equal sectors, 
(I use the edge of 
a white card).  
Read off tide for 
each hour +/- HW
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Hour Time HW +/‐ West going NM East going NM

1 +3 2

2 +4 3

3 +5 3

4 +6 2

5 ‐6 1

6 ‐5 1

7 ‐4 2

8 ‐3 3

9 ‐2 2

10 ‐1 1

11 HW 0

12 +1 1

Total 11 10

Net tide set 1 NM West

Course to Steer 178  ° T

Co (M) 181 ° M

Co (C)

COG

CTS

Net Tide for 12 hours
Assume Tide is East or West going, add up E and W going and find

 

the net tide for the 12 hour passage, then 

 
use that for the Course to Steer plot. Recalculate after 6 hours, 9 hours, then every hour to ensure you arrive 

 
up tide of Cherbourg

1 M

60 M 
(Boat 
speed 
= 5 knots)
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